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1) Essence of Modern/Post Modern Technology

-Heidegger is unclear on these points, surprisingly

--Not surprisingly he was around during this transition—Not sure if there is a coherent view in defining these aspects of modern/post-modern

2) Modes of Revealing

-Heidegger is however very clear on these points

--Humans being turned into a standing reserve

-The phenomenon surrounding a mode of revealing is important to understand, it helps explain everything else surrounding it.

-If no phenomenon supplied by Heidegger, find a way to provide your own to understand his points—Take it further!

? Where does efficiency fit in?

? What is the distinction between modern and post-modern?

The practices of life are gradually changing, distinct changes in the transition

-There are 5 different stages of human practices evolving in modern tech and post-modern technicity. (Defined precisely later in notes)

3) Standing-Reserve=Resources

-This equality is a mistake; it is a misleading translation of the standing-reserve

-What is the binding essential feature to define it? Not clear

A) Resources

-Typical resources are coal, minerals

--These are objects found and used by subjects to fit their desires

--Basically one use attached to a resource, limited as an energy source

--Can run out of a resource

--Sense of the “world becoming a filling station”

B) Examples

a) Atomic Energy: Not a resource because it must be produced.  We essentially can’t run out if it the same way as coal.  Just as the sun or wind are not resources because they aren’t going to run out.

b) Rhine River: Not a resource, but seen as the standing reserve, why?

There are so many uses (ex: power station on the Rhine provides electricity).

As a standing reserve it stands by for subjects to use it, and it isn’t in danger of using it up.

C) Subject-Object World

-Electricity is controlled, regulated, stored, and used.  This is not the essence of technicity. 

-The multiple uses of electricity are up to subjects

4) Regulating and Securing

--p.27 Heidegger says the essential feature of technicity is that we regulate and secure everything—and that we have turned most everything therefore into a standing-reserve—waiting for us to use.

--We don’t just control what’s going on, we exploit it

5) Challenging Forth

--There is a multiple subject/object relationship of the Rhine River

p. 16- What’s bad about the Rhine as an electricity source or a tourist attraction—it’s monstrous.  Poets never saw the Rhine as an object.

--The monstrous part is forcing the river to produce for the subjects.  No longer nurturing the river as a mode of revealing—that it is nature—exploiting and dominating it forcing its need further, beyond its nature.

--Subjects no longer nurture but control 

-Optimize only, maximum yield and minimum expense

6) Modes of Revealing

-We have to be open and responsive to whatever thing in the world comes upon us.  We should preserve the modes of revealing that we receive.  Maybe the nurturing mode of revealing is what makes us more human.

--Why is Heidegger a big fan of nurturing?

-The peasant doesn’t challenge the soil (p.15)

-The Central valley is monstrous because like Taylor it is only about optimization.

A) Crops don’t do their own thing; we simply try to make them produce by giving them fertilizer, pesticides.  Genetically engineering the plants to function how we want is just ones step further in not allowing them to just be natural.

-Nurturing is more fitting to nature

Modes of Revealing

-Physis                  -Creature

-Poesis                   -Modern

-Techne                  -Post-modern

-Res

Expedite-Getting more out of something than it naturally gives.  Forcing things beyond their nature

New, Post Modern-Everything is pure flexibility.  

Old, Modern-Taylor/Ford only one best way-trained one way and just do it.

Niche-Constant overcoming and flexible efficiency. EX: Parents are constantly getting their kids into a million different extra-curricular activities, and essentially making them get the most out of their possibilities.

7) Stages of/toward Technicity

(MODERN)

0) Nurturing

1) Resources—Coal, subject-object

2) Challenging Forth—Rhine River, electricity-controlling

3) Expediting—Max yield at min expenditure, optimizing, assembly line

4) Hyper-Expediting—Beyond its nature, agribusiness, GMO

(POST-MODERN)

5) Constant Overcoming—Removing nature-purpose, ultimate flexibility, innovation

Innovation—Reality is waiting for us to challenge it and make it be whatever we want it to be. EX: Stem Cells-Possibilities of DNA in all cells

8) Conclusion

-We become standing-reserve.  Technicity takes us over and we become part of the ordering of everything.

-Efficiency isn’t the buzz word, now its entrepreneurship

-Creativity towards creating new interesting products and new ways of doing new things, tapping new interests.

-Not one efficient way to complete task—but break into what is needed—and adapt at all times with separate groups.

Niche-(On the Athenians)-People believe they can do just about everything and humans begin to experiment with themselves, seeing nature as art.  The idea of excellence is present.

Next Time—What ‘constant overcoming’ lacks…

